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According to the Environmental Protection Act, it is the responsibility of a municipality to enhance air 

protection within its region. The municipality must therefore organise the necessary air quality monitoring 

system. An actor whose activities may cause air pollution must also be aware of the impact of such activities 

on the environment. 

 

In 1988, the Turku Region Air Protection Co-operative Group was established. Today the Turku Region Air 

Protection Co-operative Group consists of the municipalities around Turku area together with actors like the 

power plant and local energy producers, oil refinery and other industries, and also Port of Turku. 

 

Practical issues concerning air quality monitoring, e.g. reporting, are handled by the City of Turku’s 

Environmental Protection Office. Actors taking part to air quality monitoring system share the costs mainly 

based on their calculated air emissions and the information gathered is available to all participants. 

 

The components monitored today in eight monitoring stations are nitrogen oxides (NOX), particles (PM10, 

PM2,5), sulphur dioxide (SO2), carbon monoxide (CO) and ozone (O3) in Turku region. 
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The Port Authority of Valencia, together with five other European seaports, partners within the 

Climeport project, has developed a methodology to obtain an accurate estimate of the carbon 

footprint taking as starting point a comprehensive inventory of GHG emissions. The method 

distinguishes between 4 levels, (1) the port as a whole, (2) port activities, (3) services and processes 

and (4) port equipment and machinery. The distinction allows the calculation of the carbon footprint 

of port activities both in total and for each one separately. In such way it allows taking targeted 

measures for reducing GHG emissions. An online tool (ECOABACUS) has been designed to 

facilitate the calculation of the carbon footprint of ports.  
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* Screening is an operation which makes it possible to separate a population of pieces of matter according to their size into 

one (or several parts)  
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